PURDUE UNIVERSITY                                                INTEROFFICE MEMO

To:           Graduate Students (Ph.D.)
From:       AAE Graduate Office
Date:        May 7, 2025
Subject:    Ph.D. QUALIFYING EXAMS – Fall 2025
The Fall 2025 Ph.D. Qualifying Exams are scheduled for Monday, September 8, 2025.  If you plan to take qualifying exams this Fall 2025 semester, please provide the information requested below and return this form to the Graduate Office (aaegradoffice@purdue.edu) by May 30, 2025. You can download old qualifying exams and reference material here.  All Ph.D. students will have automatic access to the qualifying exams after your registration form is received. 
As a reminder, PhD students that received their MS from Purdue AAE have 2 semesters to take the major area qualifying exams, and PhD students that received their MS elsewhere have 3 semesters to take their exam.  A failed exam must be retaken during the next semester.  
Beginning in Fall 2020, the math qualifying exam has been replaced with the requirement to take three math courses, although it may be possible to count two of those courses from your MS study. Please see the qualifying exam webpage for more details on the math requirement. 
Once you have selected whether to take the minor area qualifying exam or two courses in the minor area, you may not switch from one option to the other. If you elect the two-course option in lieu of the minor exam, the two courses must be listed below with the semester you plan to take each. These courses must be listed on your plan of study before a request to take the preliminary exam would be approved.  The regular two minor classes are among the minimum required courses on your plan of study and require B, or better, but any courses taken to satisfy a qualifying exam conditional pass must be in addition to the minimum requirements on the plan of study.
List of acceptable minor courses: https://engineering.purdue.edu/AAE/academics/graduate/quals
NAME__________________________________   PURDUE EMAIL____________________________
MAJOR AREA ________________________        MINOR AREA ________________________
MAJOR PROFESSOR________________________    

Exams to be taken (check as appropriate):
 _______ AERODYNAMICS                                 _______ AEROSPACE SYSTEMS
 _______ ASTRODYN. & SPACE APPL.             _______ AUTONOMY & CONTROL
 _______ PROPULSION 


   _______ STRUCTURES & MATERIALS
Are any of these a retake? (Please circle appropriate response):   YES: ______________        NO:

Please list the courses that will be used to fulfill the math requirement and in lieu of the minor area qualifying exam:
Minor Courses                                  Semester Course Completed (or to be completed)
1. ______________________                
   __​​___​___________________
2. ______________________


   ________________________                          
Math Requirement Courses                                  Semester Course Completed (or to be completed)
1. ______________________                
   __​​___​___________________

2. ______________________


   ________________________   
3. ______________________


    ________________________   
____________________________

 
Major Professor Approval  
(Email approval in lieu of signature is acceptable)                          
__________________​​___________  
Approved - Graduate Administrator (Graduate Office Use)
